
900 SW Jackson Street, Suite 404 
Topeka, KS 66612 
  

 

Phone:  (785)-296-3185 
Fax:  (785)-296-0878 

www.kwo.ks.gov 
  

Earl Lewis, Director 
  

Laura Kelly, Governor 
  

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
March 20, 2020     
  
Contact: Katie Patterson-Ingels 
Kansas Water Office 
Katie.Ingels@kwo.ks.gov 
  
Contact: Ashley Jones-Wisner 
Ashley.JonesWisner@ks.gov 

  

State Reassures Public on Safety of Tap Water During COVID-19 Outbreak 

Topeka, KS – As the COVID-19 crisis continues to develop and reports of bottled water shortages make 

headlines, the Kansas Water Office and Kansas Department of Health and Environment want to remind 

Kansans the drinking water provided by our public water supply systems is free of viruses and other 

pathogens.   

According to the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, the state’s public water supply systems 

remain a safe and affordable way to access the water needed for drinking, cooking and maintaining personal 

hygiene during the COVID-19 outbreak. 

  

Kansans can and should continue to use and drink water from their tap as usual as COVID-19 is not present in 

drinking water supplies. Disinfection processes like those practiced by public water systems provide protection 

that includes filtration and disinfection of our raw water supplies. These treatments are effective in removing 

and/or inactivating viruses. 

“The state shares a deep understanding of the importance of a reliable, good quality of water and wastewater 

services in our daily lives and during a public health crisis,” Kansas Water Office Director Earl Lewis said. 

“There isn’t a need to switch your normal routine or increase purchase of bottled water to address COVID-

19.”  

“The track record of our municipal water systems and rural water districts in delivering good drinking water 

that complies with the federal health-based standards has been consistently outstanding,” Tom Stiles, Director 
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of the Bureau of Water at KDHE, said.  “For all the worries swirling about with COVID-19, the quality of 

your drinking water isn’t one of them.” 

These are challenging times for our state and nation, but despite the many uncertainties regarding COVID-19, 

Kansans should take comfort in the fact that the virus does not spread through drinking water supplies. Our 

state’s public water supply systems remain committed to the uninterrupted delivery of clean and safe drinking 

water for the duration of this crisis and beyond. 
  
For more information on COVID-19 visit the Kansas Department for Health and Environment’s Resource 

Center at: www.kdheks.gov/coronavirus 

  
 

 
 

# # # 

 
As the state’s water office, KWO conducts water planning, policy coordination and water marketing as well as facilitates 

public input throughout the state.  

 

The agency prepares the KANSAS WATER PLAN, a plan for water resources development, management and 

conservation. KWO also reviews all water laws and makes recommendations to the Governor and Legislature for needed 

legislation. 
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